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Before Parliament
Protect Livelihood of Auto and Taxi Workers! Fight Back Retrograde Policies!
Today, auto rickshaws have become a very common means of transport for people across the country. Once, mostly confined to towns and cities, today, they are seen even in villages carrying people from one village to another village or to a nearby town. For the poor in the villages ‘shared autos’, driven by some local youth, have become an affordable and more or less easily available means of transport. In the cities, they provide the first and last mile connectivity to the public. In the absence of adequate public transport for first and last mile connectivity, hundreds of thousands of people in cities depend upon the auto rickshaws.

Similarly the number of taxis has increased not only in the big cities but also in small towns and big villages. Private transport services running fleets of taxis have sprung up in many cities to cater to the needs of people, be it local transport, tourism or emergency services.
With hopes of secure regular jobs dwindling under the neoliberal regime, more and more youth have been taking up driving auto rickshaws and taxis to earn their livelihood. With worsening unemployment, graduates, post graduates and even engineering graduates are entering the field in large numbers. Around 90% of auto rickshaw and taxi drivers are self employed. They own their vehicles and drive them. Majority of them buy their vehicles by borrowing from private finance companies. The government neither extends any financial support nor arranges for bank loans for the purchase of the vehicles in this sector.
However most of them find their expenses going up and incomes coming down. The prices of diesel have been revised daily and have increased enormously during the last four years. The price of one litre of diesel, which was Rs 57.28 in June, has gone up to Rs 69.20 now; i.e. an increase of around Rs 12 per litre. On an average an auto operates 100 kms a day consuming 5 litres of diesel. That is an auto driver has to spend Rs 21600 more in a year, on diesel for his auto alone. 
Similarly, insurance premium goes up every year. In April 2014, the annual third party insurance premium for an auto rickshaw was Rs 1212. In April 2018, it is Rs 2595. There is no apparent justification in this increase. The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority (IRDA) does not disclose the facts related to how much premium has been collected and how much has been paid as compensation to the victims of accidents. The irrational increase in the premium is only to boost the profits of the private insurance companies, both domestic and foreign. 
To worsen the plight of the auto rickshaw and taxi drivers, the ministry of Road Transport has abnormally enhanced the transport department charges for license, renewal, fitness etc. Penalty of Rs 50 per day is imposed for delay in getting fitness.

Police harassment is an additional burden. They find auto and taxi drivers as a vulnerable section to exercise their authority by various means. Booking cases and collection of penalties from the auto and taxi drivers has become a source of income for a section of the police. It is found that most of the auto drivers are compelled to pay a minimum of Rs.600 a month; often it goes up to Rs.1000 or even more.
As a result of all these and the increasing competition, the earnings of most of the auto drivers have been coming down. An auto driver, who used to earn R 1000 a day four years back, hardly earns Rs 600- Rs 800 per day now, even after working for 10-12 hours. 

Besides, auto drivers do not have any social security benefits like ESI, PF etc. They do not have any old age security like pension etc. The 46th Indian Labour Conference, held in 2015, recommended that ESI benefits should be extended to auto drivers, rickshaw pullers etc, among others. The VV Giri National Labour Institute, an autonomous body of the ministry of labour of the government of India has recommended that labour laws should be made applicable even where a single worker is employed in the transport sector. But neither the Congress led government nor the BJP government led by Modi has implemented this. 

In many towns and cities, vehicular traffic has gone up many folds. Traffic jams have become a common feature in most of the cities in the country. Traffic signal delays eat up time. Driving has become a stressful and arduous job, both physically and mentally. Incidents of violence and attacks due to road rage are being reported from many cities. But the government does not take all these factors along with the ever increasing costs of diesel etc, while fixing the metre charges and revising them regularly. Metre charges are only revised after prolonged struggles. This often creates animosity between the auto drivers and the common people.

In such a situation of rising prices, declining incomes, increasing competition due to aggravating unemployment and lack of any social security, one would expect the government to intervene to provide some relief to the auto drivers. Instead of doing this, the BJP led government has brought the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill on the pretext of reducing accidents. Despite strong opposition from the road transport workers and their organisations and various political parties, particularly the Left parties, the government got it passed in the Lok Sabha because of the majority the BJP enjoys there. But, the Left and other parties have been able to stall it in the Rajya Sabha where the BJP does not have a majority. 

What will be the impact if this MV (Amendment) Bill is passed by the Parliament and becomes an Act?
One of the major amendments is the introduction of ‘aggregator’. Through this the government wants to eliminate the single vehicle owners. It wants to hand over the entire business to big corporate companies like Uber and Ola. In many states, these and other aggregator companies have started operating not only taxis but auto rickshaws also. Already the individual auto drivers and taxi drivers are experiencing the disastrous impact of these big corporate aggregator transport companies on their livelihood. If the amendment is approved, all the individual owners will have to either surrender to the big companies or leave the field. In the taxi services, drivers who have attached their vehicles to Uber or Ola are not getting an income to be able to pay even the bank loan instalments. Some drivers have committed suicide in the recent period. MV Act amendment allowing ‘aggregator’ companies in the auto rickshaw sector will prove to be disastrous for the auto rickshaw drivers. 
Today, majority of the auto rickshaws are operating as sharing/service autos by some temporary arrangements to accommodate more passengers. In the proposed amendment, this will be treated as an aberration that would attract a penalty of Rs 5000 every time. In addition for over load @Rs.200/- per passenger penalty will be imposed and the additional passengers will be made to alight. No auto driver, particularly in the small towns and rural areas, can survive in such a situation. Even in cities, most of the auto drivers would find it impossible to survive. 
Further, in future all repairs or servicing will have to be done in the authorised service stations. Even the spare parts have to be from branded companies. The certificate of fitness has to be obtained from an authorised private agency, by paying huge fees. All these will be highly expensive and beyond the reach of most of the auto drivers. On the pretext of reducing accidents, penalties and punishments for auto drivers have been abnormally. 

In the mask of reducing the accidents, the penalties and punishments on the drivers has been increased abnormally without considering the paying capacity. The major cause for road accidents are the bad conditions of roads in the country. In many areas the condition of roads becomes bad even after one spell of rain. Different agencies often dig up road to lay pipes or cables and leave them unrepaired. But the governments do not pay adequate attention to address these issues and improve the conditions of roads. 

The real aim of the MV (Amendment) Bill is to drive the single vehicle owners, the auto drivers and taxi drivers from the field and make it clear for the big companies like Uber and Ola and to increase the profits of private insurance companies, both domestic and foreign. This is a part of the neoliberal regime meant to benefit the profit greedy corporates at the cost of the common people – workers and peasants. 
The ‘Mazdoor Kisan Sangharsh Rally’ on 5th September 2018 is against such anti worker neoliberal regime. It is to oppose the anti worker anti people amendment to the Motor Vehicle Act. It is to warn the governments committed to the neoliberal regime that the workers, peasants and agricultural workers of this country will no more tolerate such attacks on their livelihood; that they will strengthen their united struggles till these policies are reversed. 
Unite! Fight!

· Against governments that work for the 0.1%

· For policies that benefit the 99.9%
